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A historic 1870 Roxbuiry house
is returned to its Second Empire glor.

A Refined RESTORATION

BY JESSICA BRILLIANT KEENER // PHOTOGRAPHS BY ERIC ROTH

LOMENIC CALAUTTI OF RESIDENTIAL INTERIORS
in Boston has a passion for bringing old homes back
tolife. | bove restoration,” he savs, “Alot of things are
hidden jewels, People don'tknow what they have, They
destroy, and replace it with something inferior.”

In bis oo ome, Calaurt saved the intricate milaid
floors, original plaster moldings, and marble fireplac-
es; he renovated the kitchen and added a half bath. He
set off the high walls with rich coler and textural of-
fects, The result of 1B months of work: an 1870 Vieto-
rian revived to mint condition and infused with 285
oontury amenities.

The Second Empire house in Boxbury was o mess
when Caloutti and his safe, Mildred, bought it 215
years ago. Used as 2 home for the elderly beginning
in the 195048, it had 10- and 11-foor ceilings that had
been lowered to accommodate a sprinkler svstem.
“The sprinklers burst," says Calautti. “That's when
I came.™

Onlyone room was stripped to the studs - the 400
square-foot kitchen at the back of the house., Calautti
installed cherrvcabinets, a granite CoURterTop, 2 5110
less-seee] sink and appliances, and a breakfast nook.

The original French entry doors are mahogany; the
insets of glass peppered with tiny etched flowers lex
in light but provide privacy. The foyer's parquet floor
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- witha complex design of ash, cak, mahogany, cher-
v, and walnut - was in remarkably good condition, as
were the other inlaid floors. “We just cleaned them
up,”says Calaurr.

Toone side of the foyer, double doors open to a par-
lor and adfacent dining room with matching marble
fireplaces “All the ceiling molding is original plaster,
the kind that uses horsehair as a binding agent,” says
Calaytti. “Usually people rip it out and put in sheet-
rock. But we restore it

Tathe other sbde of the fover, the grand 14-by-32-
foot living room has a pair of matching marble fire-
places, which Calautti fitted with ventiess gas stoves.
The -foat-tall windows add verzical balance o the
oblong space, aswell as plenty of light

Calauets did most of the work himself, relying on
25 vears of professional experience as a restorer and
peinter. He often emplovs special paing techniques oo
pedd Juster and depth to walls. In the main hallway, for
example, he added a glaze to 2 base coat of linen white
and used kirchen plastic wrap wadded in his hand to
give it anantique Anish.

Aclassie curved staircase with mahogany balusters
leads to the second flooe, where there are niow three
bedrooms and two baths, Calautti took down a wall
berwesen a smaller bedroom and the master suite to
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i THE DETAILS The dining room and tha parios have matching marble fireplaces and intricate inlald fioors; tha dining chair and
Eudtet table are from Cort, Cambridge (61 7-154-1358, cort.com), Facing page: The exterkor resloration was findshed sariser this year.

SEPTEMEER 5 2007 THE BOSTON GLOBE MAGATINE

' 'lJlLlllﬂ

]



B '|—r||-| Th

B P”;Ii g , Restoration
1_II'JI[ | II-IJIIi'“ r | e = e I 1 e U — RESIDENTIAL INTERIORS
= “' el L [ TR - OEEVRE | e Boston, B17-427-3T7535, repeathistoryrestoration.com

HOUSE
HISTORY

Dormusnse Calsutti (pes-
tunhad i o) and Ret
wiihe, Mildrad, baught
thwir Second Empine
house in Roxbury from
the grandsaon of levsie
Gideon Garnett {pic-
tured abowve in 19149),
Boston's first African-
American female dentist
and the first Afrscan:
American graduate of
Tufts Dental Schood,
Gaarnart? {LBOT-1976)
lived in har homa even
r— L afler it began Lo be used
- a5 a retiremant facility
and continwsd Lo Wwork
&% o dentist i an office
ghe buill betind the
house, In 1969, arthritls
i hér hasnds lisd b 1o
ritine, Garmatt and hior
husband, Robert, a Boa-
create a sitting area, Using a technique he calls “schmooring,” he ap- ton police officer, had 2
| [ e L . plied two-tone metallic paint to the walls, then, holding a plastic drop son and a daughtes. - LK
="H . . i . - cloth, “schmoozed™ the wet paint, moving his hands up and down
oy i,' i r Fal . . '1 . and sideways, The rerulting marbled appearance adds dimension. - .
: ' In the sitting room, a mirrored fireplace mantel - relocated from ' ——
the downstairs vestibule - is made of quarter-sawn oak, whose grain
shows flamelike patterns.
In the guest bath, Calautti used Italian tiles with a border of deco- - ——
rative listello tiles. On the walls, he applied laversof peach, gold. and
beige paint, then rubbed the wet surface with crinkled newspaper bo
achieve subtle multicolored tomes.
The exterior of the mansard-roofed house required equal atten-
tion to materials and style. New handmade corbels were matched to
the originals, many of which had been damaged or were missing. The
front balustrades, which Calautti added, have hembock balusters and
mahogany railings.
“It was basilt right in the beginning.” he says. “If vou know how to
restore these things, it last another 100 vears."m
Jessiva Brillfant Keemer &5 a freelanoe writer tn Greater Bosfon, E-mail ker
af persion Ty Nearner.o0iT,
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